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Thermal Pure permit to stand
Judge rejects Chester activist group's claim of environmental racism

By HAL ELLIS
Times Harrisburg Bureau

HARRISBURG — No environ
mental racism was involved in 
allowing an infectious waste 
treatment plant to locate in a 
Chester neighborhood that al
ready was home to a solid waste 
incinerator and a sewage trea t
ment plant, an administrative 
law judge ruled yesterday.The ruling came in an order 
by ALJ Robert Myers rejecting a 
demand by a group of Chester 
residents that an order be is
sued to keep a Thermal Pure 
processing plant from going into 
full operation.The decision is an order by 
the state’s Environmental Hear
ing Board upholding the issu
ance of an operating permit to 
Thermal Pure by the state De
partment of Environmental Re
sources (DER).The Rev. Horace Strand, pres
ident of Chester Residents Con
cerned for Quality Living, had

asked the hearing board to lift 
the permit.But in his opinion and order, 
Myers said the “evidence pre
sented by DER and Thermal 
Pure supports the absence of 
discriminatory intent.”

That evidence, showing that 
area around Front and Thurlow 
streets in Chester, is evenly di
vided racially “goes a long way 
toward undermining the resi
dents’ claim of environmental 
racism,” Myers wrote.

He added that contrary to the 
residents’ claim, the greatest 
concentration of waste manage
ment facilities “is not in Ches
ter, but in lower Bucks County where the population is pre
dominantly Caucasian.”

In addition to Thermal Pure, 
other facilities in the area in
clude the Westinghouse trash 
incinerator, the DELCORA sew
age treatm ent plant, and the 
LCA Leasing solid waste trans
fer station.

Myers, who is a member of 
the E nvironm ental H earing

Board, also ruled that the Ther
mal Pure plant is exempt for air pollution controls and that it is 
not in violation of the state’s in
fectious waste disposal act.

Strand yesterday said he felt 
“quite devastated. It is a bad 
day for minorities and the poor 
of Pennsylvania who tried to 
work through the system which 
has failed us.

“Once we recover from the initial shock, we are going to meet 
and plan strategy to obtain ju s
tice for the people of this city,” 
Strand said. He said his group 
will request a hearing before the 
entire Environmental Hearing 
Board.“We went into a situation where the deck was stacked 
against us,” Strand complained.

A fighting attitude was also 
expressed by Attorney Jerome 
Balter of the Philadelphia Pub
lic Interest Law Center who ar
gued the Chester residents’ case before Myers at a day-long hear
ing Sept. 30 here in Harrisburg.

“There are a lot of battles be-
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fore the final victory,” Balter 
said yesterday. “We are think
ing about the next battle.”

Balter said Myers’ decision 
would “make it possible for the 
people of Pennsylvania to take 
all the infectious waste gener
ated throughout the U.S. We 
don’t believe the Legislature 
was so irresponsible to allow 
that condition.”

He said both DER and Myers 
have misinterpreted the law.

Balter was mainly referring to 
the state’s infectious waste law 
and regulations which attorneys 
for DER argued applies only to 
infectious waste incinerators.

The Thermal Pure facility only sterilizes infectious waste 
by steam under high tempera
tures in equipment called “auto
claves.” TTie sterilized wastes 
are sent to a landfill in Mary
land.

Tom Kilmer, president of 
T herm al Pure, said M yers’ 
“whole opinion is consistent 
with the case we presented. We 
never had a doubt that we 
would prevail.”

He said Balter’s claim that 
Pennsylvania would become the 
infectious waste capital of the 
U.S. was ridiculous.

“It is too costly to send in
fectious waste long distances,” 
Kilmer said. About 300 miles is 
the maximum practical distance, 
he added.

“Racism never played a part 
in our decision to locate in 
Chester,” Kilmer said. “Zoning

is the key issue; we don’t look 
for cheap land, we look for ap
propriate zoning.” The Front 
and Thurlow area has long been 
zoned heavy industrial.

Kilmer complained that envi
ronmental racism “only came 
out of the air in the last three 
months or so.” The only reason 
for it, he said, is that it is a 
magnet for public interest law 
groups and “plays well in the 
press.”

In his opinion, Myers said he 
could end the opinion at the 
conclusion of a discussion of the 
legal issues.

e

“But we are moved to com
ment further,” he said, before 
philosophizing that life involves 
“risks, burdens and benefits” in
volving where people live.

Transportation, park and rec
reational facilities cannot be in every  neighborhood, M yers 
wrote. ‘Those not near such fa
cilities may feel burdened by the 
distance, while those adjacent to 
it, may feel burdened by the 
proximity.”

And so it is with waste man
agement facilities, which “like 
other social instrum entalities 
must be located somewhere.

‘They can be subjected to 
close regulation to make them 
as acceptable as possible, but in
evitably will bring with them 
features such as traffic, noise 
and fumes that many persons 
find socially undesirable.”
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Trash-to •/ plant for sale?
By JOE HART
Of the Times Staff

MEDIA — Delaware County 
officials are closely watching in
ternal convulsions at the West- 
inghouse Electric Corp., which 
operates the Chester City trash- 
to-steam plant that was sup
posed to cure the county’s trash 
woes into the next century.

The massive facility, which 
can burn more than 2,600 tons 
of trash per dqy, is part of- a 
Westinghouse corporate division 
that may be up for sale, accord
ing to a published report.

The Wall Street Journal re
ported in August that West
inghouse had offered all its in
cineration plants to WMX Tech
nologies, a Chicago-based trash 
disposal g ian t th a t  is the 
second-largest company in the 
business. But the newspaper 
said no agreement had been 
reached.

Spokesmen for both West
inghouse and WMX declined 
comment last week on the re
port, saying they wouldn’t dis
cuss possible sales and acquisi

tions. But one Westinghouse 
source gaid executives in the di
vision are “sweating bullets” as 
the new corporate chairman 
eliminates top managers and re
organizes the company. ♦

For Delaware County, which 
has a 25-year contract to send 
its trash to the facility, the situ
ation is a m atter for concern — 
but not alarm.

The county’s contract is con
crete, said county Solid Waste 
Authority Executive Director 
Matt Hayes.

“They can sell that facility. 
But our contract is assignable 
and whoever would buy it would 
have to honor the contract,” said 
Hayes.

C hester C ity ’s host corm 
munity agreement with West
inghouse has a similar provi
sion. City Councilnran Edward 
Zetusky said.

That agreement provides a 
minimum of $2 million a year to 
the city’s budget, or about 10 
percent of its totál revenue, he 
said

“I agree with the county. I 
think the county’s protected and 
the city’s protected,” said Ze
tusky, who oversees the city fi-

Concord studies horses
By JEFF W ILLIAM S
Times Correspondent

CONCORD — Whether or not 
single-famly residences with less 
than five acres can keep horses 
or their property Wqs the sub
ject of a Concord Township Zon
ing Hearing Board Thursday 
night.

The board heard an appeal 
filed by William M. Vallejo of 
Smithbridge Estates, Gleji Mills. 
Vallejo was contesting a prior 
decision of the zoning officer re-
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nance department.
Industry, experts say the re

source recovery field, spurred by 
1980s fears of filled-up landfills,, 
has flattened as more than 
enough plants have been built 
to handle the nation’s trash. 
Critics have always contended 
the Chester facility is too big 
and needs ( too much out-of
county trash to be profitable.

L ast week, W estinghouse 
Chairmdn Michael H. Jordan 
eliminated a top tier of manage

ment as part of a reorganization 
that will make executives report 
directly to him.

“This is the first of a number 
of major initiatives to be under7 
taken in the months ahead to 
eliminate bureaucracy and build 
a more cohesive, globally- 
focused enterprise that is.better 
able to respond, to our con
stantly changing markets,” Jor
dan said. •

On June 30, Jordan succeeded

gardling keeping horses and po
nies on his property.

When he first moved into the 
area in 1981, Vallejo was per
mitted to let his animals graze 
in the field that niow is part of 
Glen Eagle Square. Since the 
construction of the center, he 
has been forced to keep his ani
mals on his 1.3-acre property. 
N eighbors have .com plained 
about the horses to Vallejo and 
the township manager.

The board will make a ruling 
45 days after receipt of tran 
scripts from the hearing.

Paul E. Lego, who reigned, in 
January under pressure from in
stitutional investors frustrated 
by multibillioh dollar lossel at 
W estinghouse Financial Ser
vices. } - - «

\  ■ j  . "  •< I  ! ¡ I ;

The company, wliich reported 
a $1.3 billion lossJastwear. sold 
four divisions since Yspvember 
and liquidated its finahcial ser
vices unit m cut debt ! by more 
than $5 olili.on wifjhin two 
years. • ]

- u
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IN THE COUNTYDER slaps Westy for em issions

By GREG G  LAW SON
Times Correspondent

CHESTER — The state Departm ent of 
Environmental Resources yesterday sent 
notice to Westinghouse Corp. that its 
West End incinerator has frequently vio
lated emissions standards for the past 
nine m onths, according to a DER 
spokesperson.

The DER also set the proposed fine for 
noncompliance, but the dollar figure will 
not be released until after Westinghouse

Auto shop 
gets OK
By BARBARA ORM SBY
Times Correspondent

RIDLEY TOWNSHIP — The zoning 
hearing board last night approved a 
special exception and a variance to 
allow the expansion of an auto repair 
shop on Fairview Road at Fifth Av
enue.

Joe Tancredi, owner of the shop, 
faced opposition from neighbors in an 
adjacent residential street who were 
concerned about the types of vehicles 
that would be parked on the property, 
vehicles being road tested on Fifth 
Avenue and parking of trucks on the 
residential street where there was a 
drive-way into the auto repair shop 
parking lot.

When Tancredi and the neighbors 
appeared before the township Plan
ning Commission last month, plan- 
n in g  com m issio n  m em b er Ken 
Wochele suggested th a t Tancredi do 
away with the curb cut on Fifth Av
enue. .'!

“I think that would be a good com
promise,” Wochele said.

Closing off the drive-way to the 
shop from Fifth Avenue was one of 10 
conditions imposed on Tancredi by the 
zoning board when approval was 
granted for the expansion.

Other conditions included the prohi
bition of storage or overnight parking 
of contractors’ trucks except whén 
parked for repairs and no road testing 
of repaired cars or trucks on Fifth Av
enue.

receives the letter, said spokeswoman 
Barbara Sherf.

Continuous Emissions Monitors at the 
plant’s six combustion units recorded 
improper combustion tem perature and 
gas emissions 117 times in the first 
quarter of 1993. and 127 times in the 
second quarter. Violations were also re
corded in the last quarter of 1992.

“Basically they were in violation s ta r t
ing in the last quarter of 1992 and they 
continue to be in violation into the first 
two quarters of this year,” Sherf said. 
“We have sent a letter to Westinghouse 
in which we combined all three quarters

and put out a penalty figure ... and it’s 
ju st one more step in our negotiations.

“We still haven’t collected for viola
tions in the last quarter of 1992.”

The DER proposed fining W esting
house $112,500 for the last quarter of 
1992, an amount the company contested.

Westinghouse spokesman Roy Morrow 
couldn’t be reached for comment yester-^ 
day, but has said th a t the state has un
realistic regulations regarding resource 
recovery plants.

Sherf said many resource recovery 
plants im Pennsylvania, including 'the

Montgomery County facility in Play- 
mouth Township, have struggled to meet regulations.

“Some are doing better than  others, 
but Westinghouse seems to have more 
violations than  the others,” she said.
• Sherf said she hopes Westinghouse 
agrees to pay the penalty and come into compliance.

“My sense is th a t the negotiations will 
not go well and we will probably wind 
up in court before the Environmental 
Hearing Board,” she said. “It could be a 
fairly lengthy process.”Haverford budget for ’94 shows six-mill tax boost

By CIND Y dePR O PH ETIS
Times Correspondent ¿

HAVERFORD — The township Board 
of Commissioners took a first look at the 
proposed $15,587,086 1994 budget last 
night, which calls for a 6-mill increase 
or a $24 hike in the average tax bill.

For the second year in a row, real es
tate assessment appeals have hit town
ship coffers hard. According to township 
manager Thomas Bannar, $15,000 in 
real estate refunds were budgeted for 
1993; while the amount projected to be 
refunded by the end of December is clos
er to $45,000. Some $40,000 is included 
in the 1994 budget for refunds.

‘T h is year for the second year in a 
row, we had money going out because 
the assessment has gone downward,” 
said Bannar last night. “This is some
thing we are^now facing and I think we

should sta rt budgeting for it.”
In th a t same vein, Bannar projects 

th a t real estate taxes will continue to 
rise each year since no major increase in 
the tax base is expected to occur.

“... (The) assessment for the 1994 year 
dropped again raising a red flag,” said 
Bannar in his budget report. “It may be 
time to consider alternative revenue 
sources — the earned income tax would 
raise the most revenue. If revenues are 
not increased, major cuts in service lev
els will be necessary.”

Police Chief Gary Hoover presented 
police departm ent’s budget request of 
$5,965,678 — 38.27 percent of the town
ship’s total budget. This is an increase 
of more than $340,000 over last year, 
with over $100,000 of the increase stem 
ming from increases in worker’s compen
sation costs.

Hoover told the board he would like to 
hire an additional sergeant and two pa
trolmen to bring the number on the

force to 66, allowing for a perm anent 
midnight shift. The additional officers 
would cost approximately $160,000.

The township has contracts in place 
with both uniform and non-uniform em
ployees, The police contract calls for a 4 
percent increase and the non-uniform 
employees will receive a 3 percent wage 
increase. Supervisory personnel will re
ceive 4 percent.

No increase in trash  fees or sewer fees 
is anticipated for next year. The sewer 
fee will remain at $2.27 per 1000 gal
lons of water consumed. B annar did note 
th a t reserve monies are being set aside 
to pay for the increase in treatm ent 
costs being billed by the city of Philadel
phia. Monies are also budgeted for the 
construction of new sewer lines and a 
bond issue will be required to finance 
th e  M arple/W estview  roads sew er 
projects.

Another budget meeting will be held 
on Monday, Nov. 15 a t 8 p.m.Rose Valley eyes 2-mill tax hike

By M A R IO N  LOGUE
Times Correspondent

No hike in Aldan
ALDAN — Although there was no real 

estate tax increase in 1993, the bor
ough’s 1994 preliminary budget of $1.2 
million, unveiled last night by Finance 
Chairm an Alan Shaw, calls for a 2.13 
mill tax increase to balance.

The proposed increase brings the tax 
rate  up to 126.5 mills. It means that 
property-owners with an average $3,000 
assessm ent will pay $6.39 more in r^al 
estate  taxes next year, or a total tax bill 
of $379.50.

The proposed budget also calls for an 
$11 increase in sewer rental fees, which 
brings the total bill to $135.86 next 
year,

Shaw, a member of council, noted the 
proposed fiscal spending plan for 1994 
represents an increase of $49,440 over 
the current budget. However, before it’s 
put to a vote of council on Dec. 8, it 
could .be slightly altered to reflect some 
unknowns, such as DELCORA fees or 
changes in assessed property valuations.

ROSE VALLEY — Borough council 
approved a preliminary $221,565 budget 
last night, with a two-mill tax increase 
to 30 mills.

The spending plan contains a 4 per
cent rise in salaries for borough employ
ees and a 5 percent increase in sewer 
fees. It also reflects rising costs for 
water and insurance. The hydrant bill 
this year will be over $13,000, although 
only $9,600 was budgeted, so $14,000 is 
included in the 1994 budget. Insurance 
was budgeted at $7,500 this year but 
has gone above that figure, and $12,000 
is included for 1994.

After months of turmoil, including a 
well-attended public hearing in October, 
council adopted a set of regulations for 
use and m aintenance of its Saul Wildlife 
Sanctuary, which president William 
Rumford said are “no great change” from 
what has always been done.

The existing creek path and branch 
path will be maintained, but no new 
trails will be created. Volunteer m ainte
nance is encouraged and borough man
ager Paula Healy will be in charge of 
scheduling and supervising maintenance 
work, which will be done between 9 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. and be “enough to keep the 
preserve available (to residents) but 
with a minimum of disturbance to its 
wildlife.”

The posted rules will remain in force.
Council observed a moment of silence

for its longtime former president, Mary 
McLaughlin, who, said Rumford, “did so 
much for our community th a t none of us 
can ever repay her.” It also voted to con
tribute in her memory $100 to each of 
her two favorite causes, the Red Cross 
and Furness Library.

As the meeting drew to a close, per
sonnel chairman Gerry Perry announced 
th a t Rumford had submitted a letter of 
resignation, effective Dec. 1, because he 
is moving to Upper Providence. He 
praised Rumford for all his service to 
the borough and promised that he will 
be given a “whiz bang” party. Perry also 
said the personnel committee will accept 
resumes until Dec. 1 from any residents 
who want to apply to fill the upcoming 
vacancy.Dem  w in s W illiam  P enn seat

By JANE JO H N S O N
Times Correspondent

YEADON — The margin of victory is still a slim 16 votes, but the winner of 
the Yeadon seat on the William Penn 
School Board is Democrat Julius S tan
ley, according to the official tally released Tuesday.

When the unofficial election totals 
were reported on election night, incum

bent Republican John Rafferty was de
clared the winner, 665-649.

Josephine Laird, at the county Eli 
tion Board, said a couple precincts w ere1 
not reported in the figures made public 
on election night. But the official count 
remains unchanged; the figures simply have been reversed.

Several days after the election Stanley 
said he was aware there was some ques
tion about the total vote, but declined to 
declare a victory pending the final tabu

lations.
Official or unofficial, school board 

President Mimi Greenwood introduced 
Stanley as the newly elected Yeadon 

Dard member at a school board com- 
^m it tee session Monday evening, before 
the votes were confirmed by the election board.

The William Penn School District has 
an enrollment of 50 percent minorities 
and Stanley’s election will increase the 
black representation on the board to three.
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IN THE COUNTYCounty trims ’94 budget plan

By JOE HART
Of the Times Staff

MEDIA — County officials will 
unveil a prelim inary 1994 budget 
today th a t will raise property taxes, 
but not as much as originally pro
posed.

Officials have cut costs in several 
departm ents, w hittling down a pro
posed 9.175-mill hike to about 6

Budget
boosts
mulled
By LINDA REILLY
Times Correspondent

LANSDOWNE — Taxes, trash fees and sewer fees will be increased in the borough for 1994 if the budget is adopted as proposed.Finance Chairman J.F. Gorman presented the proposed budget to council at a special meeting last 
' night.

The $4.2 million operating budget will require a real estate tax rate of 161.21 mills, 2.92 mills higher than the current 159.29 rate.According to Gorman, residents with an average assessment of $3,200 paying $506.53 in 1993 will pay $515.87 next year, a $9.34 hike.Tn addition, the trash collection fee will be increased from the current $152 to $160 annually as will the sewer rental fee from $2.74 to $2.85 • per 1,000 gallons.According to Gorman, the budget 
reflects a 1.8 percent increase necessitated by workmen’s compensation and lower assessment. It includes expenditures for partial payment of a 
fire truck, trash truck and police car.“Reduced assessments are beginning to take its toll,” Gorman said to council.

The budget will be available for inspection during business hours weekdays in borough hall, 12 E. Baltimore Avenue with voting for adoption planned for 8 p.m. Dec. 15.Council adopted a resolution authorizing the borough manager to apply. for a $450,000 tax anticipation loan with bids accepted on or before 4 p.m. Dec. jL5. >
Clinton aide talk 
set at Swarthmore

• SWARTHMORE — Lynn Etheridge, a 
consultant and adviser to the Clinton

j Administration and a former member of 
the Office of Management and Budget, 
will speak at 7:30 tonight in Kirby Lec
ture Hall, Swarthmore College.

He is widely regarded as a leading 
expert in the field of national health pol
icy and his topic will be “National

* Health Insurance: Issues, Alternatives,m 
Prospects.”

mills, County Executive Director 
Ted Erickson said yesterday.

That would bring the total county 
millage ra te  to 110.663. The home
owner w ith the average assessm ent 
of $3,300 would pay $364.98 in 
county property taxes next year, up 
about $20 from 1993.

Erickson said cuts were made 
from initial spending plans proposed 
by the county prison, radio com
m unications division and solid waste 
authority. He said other reductions

were likely before the $165 million 
budget is approved a t the Dec. 14 
County Council meeting.

The public may offer comments 
today, a t a 7:30 p.m. public hearing 
next Monday and on Dec. 14.

Major expenditures in the pro
posed budget include $45,753,000 
for the operation of the F air Acres 
G eriatric C enter and other social 
welfare programs, up $2.5 million 
from th is year; $49,518,000 for the

crim inal justice system , up $5.6 mil
lion; and $22,900,000 for court op
erations.

The county expects to collect 
$158,670,000 in revenues next year, 
w ith the  vast m ajority — some 
$84,000,000 — coming from real es
ta te  ta x e s . A lso exp ec ted  a re  
$35,038,000 in s ta te  g ran ts  and 
$22,583,000 in earnings from vari
ous county departm ents.

Haverford cuts and trims 
to knock down tax boost
By CINDY dePR O PH ET IS
Times Correspondent

HAVERFORD — Cuts in a number of 
departm ental budgets, coupled with an 
increase in the anticipated mercantile 
and business privilege tax receipts, have 
reduced the proposed millage increase 
needed to fund the 1994 township bud
get by 1.1 mills for a total tax hike of 4.9 mills.

An owner of a property with an aver
age assessment of $4,000 can expect to 
see his tax bill go up $19.60 over that of 1993.

The board of commissioners trimmed 
the millage increase after listening to 
departm ent heads explain their respec
tive budget requests during two previous 
hearings. Board members then individu
ally/reviewed the proposed budget and

recommended a number of changes.
“The bottorp line is the increase is 

now 4.9 mills, instead of the six mill 
increase recommended by the township m anager,” said finance committee chair
person Joan G enthert at last night’s 
hearing.

The township library took the biggest 
hit — with its’ proposed $550,000 bud
get cut by $40,000. Other cuts included 
a $1,000 reduction in the solicitor’s sal
ary, a $3,000 cut in the zoning hearing 
board’s solicitor’s salary, a $2,000 reduc
tion instead of the requested increase in 
temporary help salaries at the township 
ice rink, and a $13,500 cut in the police 
departm ent’s budget.

While three police officers are included 
in the budget — replacements for posi
tions currently vacant — a proposal to 
add another three officers to bring the 
force to the recommend 66 was shot 
down by a 5-4 vote. Commissioner Tony

Ercole then tried to hire one additional 
officer, bu t his attem pt also failed. Com
missioners voting against the measures 
cited the fact that Haverford is. one of the safest communities around, and 
noted they would prefer to wait to see of * 
a federal proposal to add an additional 
100,000 officers to police forces nation
wide pans out.

An extra $18,000 was added into the 
proposed budget for reconstruction pav
ing — $2,000 per ward. At the recom
mendation of commissioner Joel Posner, 
the board has asked the public works 
departm ent to conduct a study on how 
many roads within the township are in 
need of re-paving and how many of 
those road lie in HUD approved areas.

The proposed budget passed by a 8-1 
margin, with only 8th Ward commis
sioner Ben Kapustin voting no.

The board is slated to adopt a final budget at the end of December.

Ridley budget shows tax hike
By BARBARA ORM SBY
Times Correspondent

RIDLEY TOWNSHIP — A 5.45-mill 
real estate tax increase coupled with a 
$5 hike in the trash  fee and a $10 in
crease in the sewer fee means the aver
age taxpayer in the township will pay 
$2.39 more per month to meet a 1994 
tentative budget of $9,196,261.

The commissioners approved the pro
posed budget last night and set Dec. 30 
for the final adoption of next year’s budget.

The total proposed millage rate will be 
139 mills or $139 for-each $1,000 of as
sessed valuation. The average assess
ment in the township is $2,500. Trash 
services will go to $105 a year per unit 
and the sewer rate will rise to $165 per unit.

Blaise Caponi, assistan t township 
manager, said the proposed budget, 
which is $351,049 higher than the cur
rent year’s expenditures, reflects de
creases in real estate transfers, declin
ing investment interest rates and the 
loss of millage due to decreases in real 
estate assessments.

“Other directly related factors for the 
increase in expenditures for 1994 comes 
from higher utilities, insurance cost and 
loss of revenue,” Caponi said.

Caponi also pointed out that the total 
assessed valuation of the township for 
1994 is $36,876,683, a decrease of 
$213,317 over the past three years.

The 75 full-time township employees 
will get 3.5 percent raises under the sec
ond year of a three year collective bar
gaining agreement while 34 police offic
ers will get a flat $1,000 increase called 
for in the first year of a new three-year 
contract.

Copter at Westy spurs uproar
By G REGG LAW SON
Times Correspondent

CHESTER — Zulene Mayfield thought 
there was a train  wreck in her West 
End neighborhood when she was jolted 
out of bed early yesterday morning.

“I was in bed and I could feel the 
windows vibrating,” said Mayfield, who 
lives on Front Street across from the 
W estinghouse tra sh  incinerator. “I 
looked out the window *and saw this hu
mungous helicopter. “I thought the thing 
was crashing.”

Mayfield said an industrial-size heli
copter landed at the Westinghouse site 
between 6:30 and 7 a.m., panicking her 
and her neighbors.

“I had four little old ladies knocking 
on my door before 7:30,” said Mayfield, 
who reported that the helicopter from 
Erickson’s Airlift landed between West- 
inghouse’s truck weighing station and 
her house at Front and Grace streets.

Westinghouse spokesman Roy Morrow 
said the company was moving heavy 
equipment in coordination with Chester 
police, firefighters and the Federal Avia
tion Administration.

Mayfield said Westinghouse should

have notified neighbors.
“I question the safety of this,” May

field said of the early-morning operation. 
“We could have been blown up and not 
even realized it.”

Mayfield said she saw a large tanker 
truck on the site that apparently was 
used to re-fuel the helicopter.

“This was an industrial-size heli
copter,” she said. “It was huge and there 
are all kinds of power lines in this area.

“We don’t care if they have to do work 
there, but they should at least notify us. 
I can’t believe they had the guts to do 
that under any circumstances.”
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